Trail and Sidewalk Removal of Snow and Ice, LMC Model Policy
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Removal of Snow and Ice from Sidewalks and Trails Policy

The City annually budgets a sum of money for winter maintenance of certain public trails and sidewalks. Taking into consideration the financial and personnel resources available to the City, it is the policy of the City to remove snow and ice from the most frequently used trails and sidewalks in accordance with the standards set forth in this policy. The designated trails and sidewalks to receive winter maintenance are depicted on the map that is attached to this policy.

The following standards are adopted for providing winter maintenance to designated trails and sidewalks:

1. The designated trails and sidewalks are normally plowed when the measured snowfall depth exceeds two (2) inches.

2. Snow removal should commence approximately 12 hours from the end of any snowfall with an accumulated depth exceeding two (2) inches. The designated trails and sidewalks should be cleared approximately 24 hours after the commencement of snow removal.

3. The designated trails and sidewalks should be cleared as thoroughly as possible, but need not be cleared of all ice and snow, nor need they be maintained to bare pavement.

4. Chemical agents and sand should not be used in the snow removal process.

5. Snow removal should normally be done by park maintenance employees.

6. Snow removal may be conducted on a 24-hour a day basis, which may result in snow removal equipment being operated in residential areas during the evening and early morning hours.

In the event of equipment failure, extreme snowfall, or other unanticipated events, such as park maintenance employees assisting street employees in snow removal from streets, deviation from these standards may be appropriate.
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