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\:::V—ezentral Rural Democracy

1!| Initiative

Making a difference in our
local community




OUR BEGINNING
PREMISE

Thriving and prosperous rural
communities require thriving and
strong civic culture.




OUR CONTEXT
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Inclusive Spaces

OUR MODEL
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THREE GAPS
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_ RURAL PUBLIC
LEADERSHIP DEMAND
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Data from Ballotpedia and Ben Winchester, How Many People Run Our Towns? - University of Minnesota Extension (2022)



CIVICENGAGEMENT CHALLENGE

e L oss of civics education
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« Advocacy Is bewildering to
most people — seemingly futile
to others




FEWER SPACES FOR CIVIC DIALOGUE

* Decline of social capital —
Bowling Alone

- Fewer opportunities to
interact with others with
different views

* Interactions invite
statements rather than
conversations/ solutions

* Increased polarization/
nationalization of local issues
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IMPORTANCE OF GOING LOCAL
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CURRENT RURAL DEMOCRACY INITIATIVES

* Rural Belonging

* Going Local
 Introto Civiclife |

* Rural Advocacy and Political Leadership (RAPL) TO DO -

* Run 4 Rural * Co _

* Lead Local N CES feCtinnFI;Ziﬁg “Ocacy
* Rural Democracy Network ity Leazz,?s,;”p
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; FINDING YOUR WHY ‘\

Why you? Why now? Why this offic
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PROBLEM LAYERED CONVERSATIONS
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